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PREFACE. 



The object of the following pages is not to discuss, 
what Doctrines it is requisite for man to receive in 
relation to the subjects treated of in them; but to 
ascertain, what it has pleased Almighty God to reveal 
in Holy Scripture on these subjects; in doing which, 
it can avail nothing to point out, what are the deter- 
minations of Councils, Churches, Fathers, and Tra- 
ditions on them ; since they can alone decree. That 
a specified Position should or should not be observed; 
and however just man^s obedience to such deter- 
minations may be, still, is it out of the rang6 of 
possibility, that any Position of Holy Scripture, can, 
by such decree, or by any other means, be made other 
than it is ; man's regard for the Position may be 
withdrawn, but the Position itself can never be 
altered; hence in endeavoring to ascertain the rule 
of Holy Scripture on any subject, I say not, what 
rule man should observe in relation to it, it can avail 



nothing, beyond embarrassment of the investigation, 
to produce any description of authority, beside that 
of the Sacred Text. My object is not to discuss 
man's obligations, either to do or not to do, to believe 
or not believe, any thing ; but simply to ascertain, 
what it has pleased Almighty God to reveal in Holy 
Scripture on certaiu subjects ; and as such an enquiry 
is not only, not forbidden to man, but is commended 
to him, not only by Almighty God, but by what is 
professed iu the constitution of every Sect, it pre- 
cludes the just existence, not only of objection to my 
undertaking, but so far as my Positions are consistent 
with the object they* profess, it should ensure a 
cordial and hearty acceptance of them by every man. 
Having ascertained what are the Positions that are 
revealed in Holy Scripture, I leave to the Learned 
Divines of each Sect the determination, how far 
their flocks are or are not required to regard them. 

HERMAN HEINFETTER. 

17, Fenchurch Street, 
November \st, 1854, 



Blessed Lord, who hast caused all Holy Scrip- 
tures to be written for our learning ; grant that 
we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience 
and comfort of Thy Holy Word, we may embrace, 
and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting 
life, which Thou has given us in our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen, 
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time, God gave a conditional power to death, for He 
declares, that the personal exhibition of the difference 
between good ^nd evil, subjects the person exhibiting 
it, to die in death, that is, to cease by death from 
contiQuing in his mortal state, in other words. To 
become mortal. 

God did not say. That in the day man eat of it, he 
should surelff die, For God himself records, that such 
did not happen. His words are, TTiou ahalt die in 
death, that is, death shall have power to retain thee 
from mortal life. This power was given to death, on 
the day that man eat the fruit, and was executed 
on man, the day that man died; hence the Disarrange- 
ment of the word death. Gen. ii. 17; since had the 
Arrangement been Regular, it would have required. 
That man had died by death, the day that he eat 
the fruit, and not that on that day, death acquired 
the power to terminate man's continuance in his 
mortal state. 

Thus all that God then said was this, That if man 
did eat the forbidden fruity whensoever man should 
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die^ death should terminate his mortal state. He 
did not unfold, whether after death, man should, or 
should not, exist in any other state; and consequently. 
He did not unfold, any effect in any other state, of his 
having eaten of the forbidden fruit, or having lived 
Holy or Unholy in his mortal state. Hence the 
curse, as far as Revelation records, that Adam brought 
on man was this. Ignorance respecting matCs state 
after death. 

Our blessed Lord informs us. That man ought to 
have learned from the Old Scriptures, by mental 
deductum^ That death does not destroy man^s Exist- 
ence; since God has recorded, / am the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob ; God is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living. But this does not unfold to man, that there 
are differences in that Existence, or any effect from 
having eaten of the forbidden fruit, or having lived 
an unholy life. This record imfolds no separate 
Heaven. This record unfolds no separate Hell. It 
alone unfolds, an unconditional Existence of all; and 
this is the extent of the knowledge respecting man^s 
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future state of Existence, that Almighty God was 
pleased to unfold in the Old Scriptures. 

Hence we see, that the sacrifices of Moses, had 
relation alone, as far as man has information, to 
Grod's pardoning sin in this world ; probably, not for 
aiding God in pardoning, but for restraining him 
that is pardoned, ' from again transgressing, by the 
cost and trouble of obtaining the sacrifice. 

When our Saviour came, man Tmew, That death 
terminated man's life in this world, That during 
his life in this world, he might be one of God's 
chosen people, by being obedient to the law of 
Moses, but beyond, a deductive knowledge, that all 
men had another existence after death, / am the 
God of Abraham ^c,, he had no instruction, either by 
Revelation or Experience, as to the nature of that 
Existence, or the state, requirements, and qualifica- 
tion of those who partake of it, or that sin effects 
man's position in it, or of the happiness or misery of 
any in it; all therefore that is revealed on this sub- 
ject, is revealed by our Saviour, and to the New 
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Testament therefore altrne, for information on these 
points^ our attention must be directed. 

It is then our blessed Lord, that first, in direct 
language, reveals to man. That all must live hereafter; 
and that thalj life may be, a life of happiness, or of 
unhappiness j and that whichever it is, it will be de- 
termined by Almighty God, at a day, when all wiU be 
judged, and all dealt with, according tvith the deeds 
done in their mortal life, 1 Peter i. 17, Rev. ii. 23 
and XX. 12 and xxii. 12, 14. Behold I come quickly, 
and my reward is mth me, to give to every man ac- 
cording as his work shall be. Blessed are they that 
do his commandm£wts, that they may have right to the 
tree of life. 

Holy Scripture records, that in that day, God hath 
no respect of persons Rom. ii. 11. A Christian, A 
Jew, a Turk, an Infidel, Gal. iii. 28, are not dif- 
ferently respected by God, on account of what He 
has been pleased to reveal to them in this life. He 
respects not man, for what man knows, that being 

God's own gift ; hat judges every man according to 
B 2 
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his works I Peter i. 17, that is, according to the use, 
that each man makes of the knowledge that God has 
given to him ; and thus St. James saith, Faith cannot 
save thee. 

We read in Holy Scriptures, of. The Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sin of the world. This does not 
mean^ that all sin is taken away, and so, that aU men 
are to be saved. Hence all, must be restricted, aU sin 
that can be taken away jfrom the sinner ; and this, as 
regards what man knows, the entire of no sin can be, 
yet a part of every sin must be ; repentance cannot 
command the pardon of any sin, but it, with God^s 
assurance of pardon, can and does remove every sin j 
and this assurance of pardon, Christ hath purchajsed 
for the whole world by the sacrifice of his blood; so 
that every man, by repentance alone, hath assurance 
of pardon. Thus then, by t/ie blood of Jesus, the 
Christian knows, that at the day of judgment, the 
repentant Turk is saved, equally, as is the believing 
Christian, and as fully, as any Jew ever was, by the 
sacrifices that God made effective, in his case, to that 
end. 



HIMSELF. 



In saying, That Christ hath purchased assurance of 
pardon for the whole world by the sacrifice of his 
bloody it does not follow, that any thing was paid to 
God, or to any one else for it. Psalms Ixxiv. 2. 
A general that loses many lives in gaining a victory, 
is said. To purchase his victory dearly, A man is 
said, To purchase ease in submitting to an operation. 
Purchase only means, the voluntary performance of 
that which obtains that which is said to be purchased. 
If the Allwise saw, that the best means to instrust 
and assure man respecting Eternal Things, was for 
Christ, to live as he lived on earth, and to die as he 
died, and Christ voluntarily performed these things ; 
then is it correctly said. That Christ purchased these 
things for maii; since he voluntarily submitted to 
the sufferings attendant on the means proposed f(^ 
conveying these benefits to man ; and as these suffer- 
ings resulted in his death, it is correctly said. He 
purchased them, by the sacrifice of His blood, the 
word sacrifice implying only, a giving firom self, and 
in no way necessitating the existence of a party, to 
whom the giving is made. The word blood, probably, 
being selected for mention^ as being the last and 
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greatest of the sax^rifices. And this sacrifice of 
Christ, being declared to be in itself sufficient, to 
obtain for all men assurance, that on repentance, 
every sin is pardoned; man perceives, that all further 
sacrifices are useless ; hence, probably, the cessation 
of the Jewish rites. God^s appointment or ac- 
ceptance of an offering, does not imply, that He 
cannot grant the thing desired on other terms ; but 
that the offering, is a means selected by Him, for 
effecting the end desired ; hence the Jewish sacrifices, 
were a means that God selected, for man to obtain 
pardon for sin ; and in like manner, now, the blood 
of Christ, is a means that God has selected, for the 
same end. 

The blood of Christy cannot by itself cleanse, it 
cannot by itself wash away sin, but it, added to man^s 
repentance, can and does ^assure man, that God has 
forgiven him; it then cleanses and washes away 
man^s sense of guilt from every sin ; yea, it does it ; 
since without it, no repentance however great, would 
ever effect that end; and there is not any thing 
revealed to man, but it, that can effect it. 
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Christ did not suffer in our stead, in such manner^ 
as that our punishment was laid on him. Grod no 
where says, that sin entails punishment, but, That he 
who continues to sin^ will be punished; that is, That , 
the persevering sinner, shall be punished. He does 
not say, To atone for his past sins, or in any manner 
to affect them ; therefore, it may be, to deter him and 
others from a farther commission of sin ; in which 
case, if Christ suffered in our stead, we must consider^ 
that he suffered, that we might continue to sin, which 
is blasphemy. It is indeed true. That he suffered for 
us, That is, on our account. And 1 Peter ii. 24, 
That he himself bore our sins in his own body on 
the cross ; that is. The punishment for such sins as 
ours. 

Thus a Christian is taught to believe, that by 
Adam^s transgression, death was made to terminate 
the mortal life of all men; and that by the blood of 
Jesus, man obtains an assurance from Grod, that all 
men shall exist after death, Christ thereby destroying, 
as far as man knows, all the consequences of sin, that 
are not dependent on the will of the sinner himself. 
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namely, on his repentance ; repentance, through the 
blood of Jesus, being by God assured to all, to be a 
title to Eternal Peace, 2 Peter, iii. 9, Not willing 
any to have destroyed, but for all, by repentance, to 
succeed. 

Hence Adam^s transgression, caused man to live in 
ignorance respecting his future state. And Christ's 
righteousness, causes this ignorance to be taken away, 
and to it adds, a knowledge of the nature of that 
state, and of the conditions of its attainment. 

These blessings obtained by our blessed Lord, are 
those that have relation actively to man ; but it is 
asserted, that to these are to be added, those that 
have relation actively to Almighty God. It is asserted. 
That as sin is committed against the Infinite Being, it 
is not possible for that Being to forgive it, or in any 
manner to cleanse the sinner from it, save by the 
temporal death of an Infinite Being, as a sacrifice 
for the satisfaction of Infinite Justice ; and that this 
satisfaction Christ has paid, and so purchased of God 
man's salvation ; having washed away his sin, and 
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cleansed the sinner, borne his stripes, endured his 
punishment, and in his own person, fully atoned for 
ail man^s wickedness. In whatever maimer these 
difficult propositions are determined, of this man is 
sure, Almighty Grod having himself declared it in 
Holy Scripture, That whatever Christ effects for any 
man, beyond the use that each man himself makes 
of the knowledge he obtains from Christ, he effects 
for every man alike, for a poor Chinese, as fully as 
for the most sincere Christian, since at the Bar of 
God, the one will have no more respect paid to him 
than the other. See Rom. ii. 11, the biood of Jesus 
Christ will cleanse each alike, tram such guilt as 
remains after every repented sin: Almighty God 
havings placed no man in any state, in which, should 
he discharge the requirements of that state^ he will 
not be saved. Is he the God of the Jews' only ? Is 
he not also of the Gentiles? Verily of the Gentiles 
also, Bom. 3-29. 

If Christ particularly avails any one class of men at 
the Bar of Almighty God, how can it be said, TTiat 
there is no respect of persons with God at that time, 
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If Christ^s blood does not actively benefit all men, 
how doth his grace, much more abound^ Rom. v. 15, 
than the effect of Adam's offence. 

It should not be overlooked, that Adam's trans- 
gression brought on him two separate consequences. 
The first, a curse, denounced before the commission 
of the act, universal in its consequences to man, since 
all are equally subjected to it, and for deliverance, 
have to look to Christ as the sole means of obtaining 
it. The second, a punishment, denounced after the 
commission of the act, for it was then, that God 
cursed the ground, commanding it to bring forth 
thorns and thistles ; also declaring, that in sorrow man 
should eat of it, all the days of his life ; obtoining 
bread by the sweat of his brow, until he returned 
unto his dust ; and also, that his wife should in pain 
and sorrow bring forth children. But this punish- 
ment is not Universal, God retaining the distribution 
of it in his own hands. AH ground does not yield 
thorns and briars, all brows do not sweat in the 
attainment of daily bread, and all women do not bear 
children ; but each so suffers, as the Great Disposer 
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of all events sees meet. And as the suffering is not 
Universal, so does the blood of Jesns in no way effect 
a deliverance from it. The Christianas ground may 
bear thorns and briars, the Christianas brow may have 
to sweat to obtain his daily bread, and the Christian 
woman must suffer pain in having children. 

Thus then we are taught by Jesus. 1st. That man, 
that is, every man, is through Adam subjected to a 
termination of his mortal life by death ; and through 
Christ, possesses an assurance, that death shall not 
retain him from existence ; and that his state in that 
existence, will altogether depend, on the deeds that 
he hath done in his mortal life ; the character o^ 
which will be determined, not, " by what man hath 
not/^ a correct estimate of abstract truth; but, "iy 
wlmt man hathy^ his own estimate of what he regards 
to be truth; that is, by his own conscience; an 
existence in Heaven being for those that do.well, and 
an existence in Hell, for those that do iU. Thus then 
we are taught by Jesus. 2nd. That his own especial 
children, having with all men, through him, assurance 
of life, even a life of happiness, if they live so a*' ^" 
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attain unto it^ will look to him in all things for 
direction^ as to their perfection in this mortal. life, 
seeing, '^ That in him dweUeth all the fulness of the 
God'hecui bodily" Thus then we aj^ taught by 
Jesus. 3rd. That as his own especial children look 
to him in all things for direction, as to their per- 
fection in holiness, they will, in obedience to the com- 
mand, Eat, drink, and do every thing, in his name ; jea 
in his name, John xri. 23, Whatsoever ye shall ask the 
Father in my name, he will give it you, wiU make 
known all their requests at the footstool of the Most 
High ; in doing which, they acknowledge a deficiency 
of power in themselves, and a dependence, that in him 
it will be supplied ; but as there is no command, or 
even sanction in Holy Scripture, for God is nowhere 
so addressed, no Christian will ever suppUcate God to 
grant. For the sake of his Son ; because to do so, im- 
plies a deficiency of something in God, such as good 
wiU to man, or power to relieve man^s want, that 
Christ is able to supply; hence oft-times it is right 
and just, for one Christian to urge his brother to act. 
For the sake oj his crucified Lord; seeii^ that it is 
alone by His having taken our suffering nature, that 
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all receive^ The knowledge that makes fnan wise unto 
Ufe eternal ; 'and so in Holy Scripture is tliis phrase 
used, 1 Peter ii. 13. Submit yourselves to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord's sake* 
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THE CHURCH. 

The opinion of some of the present day respecting 
the Churchy is^ That our Saviour made his Universal 
or Catholic Church on earth, to exist, in the pos- 
session of True Doctrines, i e specific commands to 
believe or do Specified Things; and which Church 
is spread over the whole world, it being divided into 
separate Parts, or Secondary Churches, each of which 
is subject to its own Discipline and Government. 

It is affirmed, in grave discussions, in relation to 
the Church of Rome, That a Church that exists by 
an admission of Doctrines that are Idolatrous and 
Blasphemous, is, nevertheless, a part of the Universal 
or Catholic Church of Christ, '^ A diseased a»ul un- 
healthy part" 

c 2 
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The declaration of Holy Scripture respecting the 
Church, is, " That Christ gave himself for the Churchy 
that he might sanctify and cleanse it, and that he 
might present it to himself a glorious Church, not 
having Spot, or Wrinkle, or any such thing; but that 
it should be Holy and without blemish" In what ? 
Certainly not in the Actual Personal Acts of its 
members ; otherwise, where is that Church, or that 
man, that ever has, or ever shall, belong to it. It 
must th^i be, that it is so, in that, in respect of 
which that Church exists. 

Hence the declaration of Holy Scripture respect- 
ing what Christ has effected for the Church, if that 
Church exists in the possession of True Doctrines, 
renders it impossible to admit a Church, that exists, 
by an admission of Doctrines that are Idolatrous and 
Blasphemous, to be a part of the glorious Church for 
which Christ died, That it should be sanctified. 
Cleansed, Holy, without Spot, Wrinkle, Blemish, or 
any such thing, A diseased Part of a Whole that is 
without blemish, there cannot be. 
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It is attempted to be proved. That Idolatry and 
Blasphemy is not a sufficient demonstration, that a 
particular Church is not a part of the Catholic 
Church, on the ground, that the Jewish Congregation 
or Church, after Idolatry and Rebellion, is yet spo- 
ken of in the sacred Christian Scriptures, Acts vii. 
38, as, '' The Church of God." This might be sound 
reasoning, if there was any analogy between the 
Churches, beyond the name. The Jewish Church, 
was a Church of Letter, The Christian Church, is a 
Church of Spirit. Admission to the Jewish Church, 
was limited, to a Singk External Formy namely. Cir- 
cumcision after the Law of Moses ; every Child or 
Man so Circumcised, was admitted, and continued to be 
a member of that Church, although in after years, he 
was guilty of Idolatry and Rebellion. That Church 
existed, solely, in the right reception of a Single 
Form ; and consequently, might, and did, contain in 
it, much corruption and evil. But Holy Scripture 
says, '^ That Christ gave himself to sanctify and 
Cleanse that Church, and to make it Holy, without 
Spot, Wrinkle, Blemish, or any such thing;" aad it 
has been shewn, that this is, in that, in respect of 
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which it exists; it is therefore clear^ that if the 
Catholic Church exists in the possession of True 
Doctrines, man's title to be a member of that Church 
is such, as to exclude the claims of any Church to be 
a part of it, that exists only, that is, requires of all 
its members, the admission of Doctrines that are 
Idolatrous and Blasphemous. 

But here a difl&culty presents itself. If a Church 
that exists by an admission of Doctrines that are 
Idolatrous and Blasphemous, sincerely believes those 
Doctrines to be approved and commanded by Christ ; 
can the Universal and Catholic Church be Hol^^ 
without Spot, WrinklCy Blemish, or any such thing, in 
excluding that Church, or that Christian, or Body of 
Christians, that sincerely seek to conform to the 
commands of Christ, from being a part of itself? Is 
it no Blemish to exclude him, whose endeavour is to 
obtain a perfect conformity to the commands of 
Christ, and whose conviction is, that he has, in res- 
pect of Doctrines, obtained it ? What can man do 
more, than strive to please God ? And is that Sanc- 
tified, Cleansed, Holy, without Spot, fVrinkle, Blemish, 
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(^ any such thing, that condemns a man^ not^ for not 
doings what he knows to be right, but for not doing, 
what he sincerely believes to be wrong and displeasing 
to God? Dare any one ascribe such a faith as this 
to Christ ? Yet this is, I say not. The faith of Thou- 
sands, but it is, the necessary consequence of that 
which Thousands profess they believe. It therefore 
follows, that if any Church excludes any man that 
sincerely believes in Christ, fipom being a part, not an 
unhealthy, but a healthy part of the Catholic Church, 
that Church is not the, neither holds the Doctrines 
of the, Universal or Catholic Church of Christ. 

When it pleased Almighty Grod to make his Church 
exist in specific Doctrines, he required for admission 
to it, but One Doctrine, and that he repeated over 
and over again, " JTiou shall circumcise every male ;" 
but where does the Christian Dispensation Once 
plainly state, Thou shall know my Church by this. — 
Thou shall in all matters of faith be obedient to 
the Church-^My High Priest is Infallible. If in 
Christ, man's best efforts to be obedient, subjects 
him to condemnation; is not his Dispensation, a 
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worse Dispeiisation for man^ than that of Moses? 
Of which is it just to say " That a wayfaring man, 
thauffh a fool, shall not err therein," Of which, " / 
wUlput my laws into their hearts, and I wUl be to 
them a God, and they shall be to me a people" For 
which ought angels to sing, Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth, peace, good tvUl towards men. 
But glory be to OtoA that He hath written, ''He that 
Cometh to Crod, must beUeve that He is, and that He 
is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him" 
Almighty God has not required of man, that which 
He alone possesses, A perfect estimate of Abstract 
Truth; but He does require of man, that which He 
has made every man able to practise, obedience to that 
which the individucd man himself estimates to be Truth. 

The case then now stands thus. Ist. That the 
Universal or Catholic Church is Sanctified, Cleansed, 
Holy, without Spot, Wrinkle, Blemish, or any such 
thing, as to that, in respect of which it Exists. 

2nd. That no sincere Believer in Christ can be 
excluded from being a part of that Church. 
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3rd. That experience teaches^ That there is not 
one Single Doctrine^ that all sincere beUevers in 
Christ accept. 

4th. Prom which it follows, That the Universal 
or Catholic Church of Christ, does not exist, in the 
possession of True Doctrines. 

5th. And consequently, That that Church can 
alone be Holy, without Spot, Wrinkle, Blemish, or 
any such thing, that exi^ solely , in requiring of each 
man, a belief and performance of that which God has 
revealed to him personally, that is, that which his own 
conscience prescribes. 

It is indeed true, that this admits Jews, Turks, 
and Idolaters, into the Church of Christ. Gal. iv. 26; 
not in this world, since that requires an acknow- 
ledgement of the Christian Dispensation ; but in the 
world to come; for ChristV Church would not be 
without Blemish, if it hereafter excluded that 
Chinese, who served Almighty God, in accordance to 
the light He was pleased to vouchsafe to him, for not 
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believing and doing that, which Gk)d, in His infinite 
Wisdom, thought proper not to reveal to him. 

Such a Church is indeed, A Christian Church — An 
Universal or Catholic Chwrch — ^A Church, no/ of Letter , 
but, of Spirit — ^A Church that has but One Faith, 
fiilly acknowledged by every member. The Dictates of 
Conscience — ^A Church admitting in verity, every pre- 
diction concerning our Saviour — In relation to such 
a Church may it be truly said. That Christ has made, 
" By his one oblation once offered, a Full, Perfect, and 
Sufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, and Satisfaction for the 
Sins of the whole world; hence for Chinese and 
Mahometans &c., and not as we are now taught, for 
the comparatively few only, who possess, a humanly 
prescribed compendium of knowledge of Him — In 
such a Church, each man has an Infallible guide, his 
own Conscience, and so may fully enjoy those blessed 
words. ''Come unto me all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest; yea, ye shall 
find rest to your souls, for my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light ;'' since " He that cometh to me, I mil 
in nowise cast out *^ — Surely, surely, such a church 
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is Holt/y without Spot, Wrinkle, Blemish, or any such 
thing — Surely, surely, our Slessed Saviour has truly 
Sanctified and Cleansed it, and might well command, 
*' Go into ail the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature, he that believeth and is baptised;" Observe, 
it is not, "He that hath a right belief, but, He that 
believeth, shall be saved" 

That man alone is jUstly condemned by any Church 
or Man, in respect of Doctrines, who ry'ects the 
Dictates of his own mind. 

These views are folly sanctioned by the Peculiarities 
in the Forms of Greek employed, in the passages of 
Holy Scripture which have relation to the Church. 

If the Universal or Catholic Church so exists on 

earth, as to be an actually Demonstrable Visible 

Body, the expression in Holy Scripture relating to it 

would be such^ as to sanction such an Existence ; but 

we find the reverse to be the case. Bev. i. 11. And 

send it to the seven Churches. Bom. xvi. 4. All the 

Churches of the Gentiles and v. 16. The Churches of 

D 
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the Christ sahite you. If the Church so exists, an 
address to any part of it, such as is recorded in. 
Rev. ii. 1. ^'Unto the Angel of the Church at 
Ephesus write/' the Form of Expression in Greek 
would be. Unto the Angel of the Church, t« €v, 
that is at Ephesus write, Gal. i. 22; and so in 
like manner to all the other Churches mentioned 
in the Revelations. Had that passage been ad- 
dressed to a single congregation or Church, un- 
connected with any other, the form of Expression 
in Greek would be. To the Angel of the Church €v 
in Ephesus, or ttjs €v that is in Ephesus Rom. xvi. 1 ; 
but if this Church, though complete in itself, was not 
restricted to the particular place that had been 
specified, but exists also in other places, coxmtries &c. 
the Form of Expression in Greek would be, as in 
Rev. ii. 1, UfUo the angel of the, in Ephesus, Church, 
write. And had the passage been addressed to the 
Churches of a Town, District, or Country, acknow- 
ledging the same Discipline and Gk)vernment, and so 
collectively designated. The Church of thai Country, 
the Form of Expression in Greek would be. To the 
Angel of the Church of the ThessaUmans ; But if 
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this Clmrch is not exclusively the Church of the 
particular Place or Country specified, but is also 
acknowledged and submitted to by some other, the 
Form of Expression in Oreek is agidn changed; for 
in 1 Thess. i. 1, St. Paul does not address himself. 
To the Church of the Thessakmians, as it would have 
been right for him to have done, had the Thessa* 
lonians had a Form of Church Government peculiar 
to themselves; but he addresses his Epistle. ^* To the 
Church of Thessalonians in God, FatKer and Lord of 
Jesus Christ'* thereby shewing, that the Church they 
acknowledged, was not restricted to themselves, but 
was also acknowledged by other Country or Countries. 
It should also be observed, that in this passage, there 
are other important restrictions. It is not a sufficient 
designation to say. The Church of Thessalonians , but 
in order to point out particularly the body referred to, 
it requires a further definition. The Church of Thes» 
sahnians in Crod; and yet further, Father and Lord of 
Jesus Christ f thereby shewing,' when considered with 
c. ii. 14, that at one and the same time, even the 
Church of God embraced, both The Churches after 
Moses f and The Chwches after Christ ; for in c. ii. 14 
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we read^ The Churches of God that are in Judea in 
the Dispensation of Jesus. 

The whole of my observations respecting the 
Churchy have relation^ exclusively, to what Almighty 
Grod has been pleased to appoint with reference to it; 
and have no reUtion, to the adyontages or disad- 
vantages of its exercise of power from the State, 
as Temporal Manager and Teacher of Spiritual 
Things. 



THE 

REVEALED HISTORY OF MAN. 



CONDEMNATION. 

In the four first pages of this work, I have stated, 
the extent of man's knowledge of himself, at the 
time of our Blessed Lord's appearing in this world. 

It appears that man then knew, " That Death ter- 
minated man's life in this world; That during his life 
in this world, he might be one of God's chosen 
people, by being obedient to the law of Moses ; but 
beyond, a Deductive Knowledge, that all men had 
another existence after death, / am the God of 
Abraham ^c, He had no instruction, either by Reve- 
lation or Experience, as to the nature of that exist- 
ence, or the state, requirements, and qualifications 

of those who partake of it ; or that sin afiects man's 
2 D 
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position in it; or of the happiness or misery of 
any in it/' 

It is not possible^ for man in such a state of know- 
ledge^ to understand^ That Death, Deatructum ifc, 
was only an ordinary mode of expressing. Eternal 
torments in Hdl. Thus, For if yfi live after the flesh, 
ye shall die, Rom, viii. 13. But fear him that is able 
to destroy both soul and body in Hell, Mat. x. 28 ; or. 
That Eternal Life, was only an ordinary mode of ex- 
pressing. An endless life of bliss and peace. Thus, 
What shall I do that I may inherit Eternal life, 
Mark x. 17 — This is Life Eternal &c. &c., John 
xvii. 3; because, man so circumstanced, knew nothing 
by Experience or Revelation, of the possibility of his 
obtaining, a Form of Life, other, than the Form of 
Life he lives on earth ; a life exposed to temptation, 
and subjected to death; a state from which, neitheir 
by Experience or Revelation, he had knowledge, that 
there was any deliverance ; it was to him. Annihila- 
tion; except by departure from every course that 
would result from any circumstances connected with 
it; that is, by special interposition of the Divine 
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Seing. And although, by Menial DeductitAi, he 
might gather from Holy Scripture, That God had 
specially interposed in his present case, and. That all 
men had life again after their death in this world; 
yet he could not gather therefrom, That that, man's 
second life, was different in any respect, to that he 
now possessed. That deduction did not unfold, the 
possibility of his obtaining a Form of life, different 
to that which Almighty Grod had been pleased to 
appoint to man in this present world j man could not 
know, that it was possible for him to obtain a Form 
of life, that was not, by its own nature, subjected to 
death, that is, to Annihilation ; much less could he 
know. That Eternal Life was an element of the 
nature of all men. 

Seing ignorant of the possibility of man obtaining 
an Eternal Life of Happiness and Holiness; or, an 
Eternal Life of Torments and Wickedness ; he would 
neither dread the one, or anticipate the other. 

Hence before our Slessed Lord came, man might 
know, by Mental Deduction, That all men had a 
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second life, but no man had knowledge, that in any 
case, this second life would not be terminated by a 
second death; and consequently. That at last, all 
men would not be Annihilated. Hence the invariable 
desire, and the expressed petitions, '^ What shall I 
do, that I may inherit External Life," Mark x. 17; 
not Eternal happiness, but Eternal Livinff, That I 
Inay never be Annihilated. In like manner the 
dread. Art thou come to destroy its, Mark i. 24, that 
is, to Annihilate us. 

Hence man is taught by Jesus, That Death is the 
final doom of the rejected sinner, even Death Eternal; 
an absolute ceasing of all living for ever and ever; 
and so, an Annihilation of the body and the soul. 
Fear him that is able to destroy both body and soul in 
hell, Mat x. 28. But if ye live after the flesh, ye shall 
die, Rom. viii. 13 ; that is be Annihilated; it cannot 
mean. Ye shall live for ever in torments; because 
those tQ whom these and such like passages were 
addressed, could understand them alone as descriptive 
of Annihilation. And on this ground does St. Paul 
argue, 1 Cor. xv. 17 and 18, That if we do not believe 
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that Christ is raised from the dead, we have no justi- 
fication for hoping, that the dead are not perished, 
that is, Annihilated. 

Hence man is taught by Jesus, That the sincere 
believer in Jesus, JEfcw, Eternal Life. He that believeth 
in me shall never die, John xi. 16. Death is a ceasing 
to live, and this a Christian never does ; his ceasing 
to live pu earth, is, but his commencing to live in 
heaven. 

Where their worm dieth not, can alone be under- 
stood to mean, Where the means of destroying man's 
body is never absent; and. Where the fire is not 
quenched; Where the means of destroying man's 
soul is never absent. The fire is not quenched, it is 
Eternal, after the same manner as in Jude 7, Sodom 
and Gomorrah are said to be destroyed, with Eternal' 
Fire; Eternal in its effects, but not in its active 
existence ; and in a like sense we read in Holy Scrip-* 
ture, of Eternal Judgment, Heb. vi. 2. In all such 
cases. The execution, when required, is ever ready ; 
The results, when executed, ever remain unchanged. 
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The time that the Fire takes to destroy a soul, is 
not recorded in Holy Scripture, but should it exceed 
five minutes, there is full time, for all that is recorded 
respecting The Rich man and Lazartis to have 
occurred, while it was being effected. To say nothing 
of this record being a Parable. Death is seldom 
instantaneous; and remember, the worm does not 
instantaneously destroy the body. 

The Received Translation of Rev. xiv. 10 and 11, 
which represents the smoke of the torments of the 
wicked to be rising up for ever in the sight of the 
holy angels, and of the Lamb, is considered to con- 
vey no statement, that is inconsistent with the pure 
enjoyment of Angelic happiness, or of Divine com- 
passion. Be this as it may, this passage of Holy 
Scripture does not unfold such a mysterious state- 
ment. It is indeed true, that it does state. That the 
wicked shall be tormented^ that is, shall suffer torment, 
on account of the fire and brimstone, in, that is, when 
they are in, the presence of the holy angels, and of the 
Lamb ; even because the smoke, that is, the perception 
of their torment, for ever rises up in their minds, that 



CONDEMNATION. 35 

is, is always presenting itself to their remembrance, 
verily they rest not day or night ; a measure of time, 
that almost in itself fixes what is being treated of, 
to be confined to the time that they are Uving in 
this world. 

Annihilation may certainly be described. Mat. 
XXV. 46. TTiese shall go away into everlasting pun- 
ishment; since, snrely. Annihilation is & punishment ; 
and certainly, it has no end. 

I am indebted to the Eeverend George Storrs of 
Philadelphia, for perceiving. That Almighty God has 
revealed to man. That there is an Eternal Death, and 
for many of the arguments I have employed in the 
foregoing statement of the subject. His little work. 
An Enquiry. Are the wicked immortal^ is well wor- 
thy of being read. ' 



THE 

REVEALED HISTORY OF MAN. 



ACCEPTANCE. 

St. John viii. 51 records, that our Blessed Lord* 
declared, If a man keep my sayings, he shall never see 
death ; See also John vi. 50 ; and the same doctrine 
is oft repeated in other portions of Holy Scripture. 
If death is a ceasing to live, this doctrine is to man, 
quite comprehensible. A christian never ceases to 
Uye, he does, by death, only change his place of 
living, from earth to heaven; his ceasing to live on 
earth, is, but his commencing to live in heaven; and 
this well accords with our Blessed Lord^s declaration 
John V. 24, He hath Everlasting Life ; and St. Paulas, 
Phil. i. 23. For I am in a strait betttna^t the two, 
having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; 
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which is far betted' : nevertheless to abide in the jlesh, 
is more needful for you. Also Luke xvi. 23. Lazarus 
died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham^ s 
bosom. 

Prom this doctrine, two consequences follow. 1st, 
That the human body of man is not raised, The dmt 
shall return to the earth as it was, and the Spirit [at 
some time or other] shall return to Ood who gave it. 
Eccle. xii. 7. 3nd. That some of those who do not 
^ believe in Christ, do cease from living for a certain 
time. 

That the human body of man is not raised, is 
clearly stated in St. Paulas declaration on this 
subject, Ist Cor. xv. 12 to the end of the Chap- 
ter, especially v. 50, For this I affirm brethren, 
that flesh and blood shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God. Flesh and blood can here alone mean, what is 
called in v. 42, Corruption; in v. 44 ^ natural body; 
in v. 45, A living soul; and in v. 47, Earthy; terms, 
which in V. 49 are shewn to be, various descriptions 
of the Form which man bears on earth ; inasmuch as 
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the consequence^ shall not inherit, is applicable alone 
to that Form, that is^ to man^s hmnan body^ and in 
no manner^ to man himself as an Existence^ seeing 
in Mat. xxiv. 29^ our Blessed Lord himself declares. 
And every one, that is, every man as an Existence, 
that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or 
father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for 
my name?s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall 
inherit everlasting life. 

That the human body of man is not rsdded^ our 
own experience proclaims; as the body of a Believer 
in Christ, can be, and is, when dead, retained by us 
for years ; although our Blessed Lord himself assures 
us, That man as an Existence, who believes in Him, 
shall never die, that is, shall never cease from living. 
Now experience determines. That if man never dies, 
his life must be continued without his Natural body ; 
and Revelation teaches, 1st Cor. xv. 44, that it is 
continued with A Spiritual body, which being incor- 
ruptible and immortal, must endure for eveir ; and so 
must continue his living, that is, his life, separate 
from his Natural body. 
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Our Blessed Lord^s resurrection does not instruct 
man on this. point. It cannot be shewn. That his 
body after his resurrection, was his Natural body ; 
his Spiritual body could be assumed, ^^ In the tmnk- 
ling of an eye,^* and might present to man every 
appearance of his Natural body, and so in relation to 
it, it might justly be said, Behold my hands and my 
feet, that it is I myself, handle me ifc. ; neither can it 
be shewn from Acts ii. 31, His flesh did not see cor- 
ruption, that the body in which he appeared after his 
resurrection, must have been his Natural body; 
unless it can be proved, that Almighty God's power 
for the destruction of a Natural body, is confined to 
the mode of effecting it by corruption. 

St. Paul declares, 1st Cor. xv. 44, that each man 
has two bodies, A Natural body, and A Spiritual 
body. The Natural body is left on earth to perish, 
1st Cor. XV. 49. We have borne [the thing is 
finished] the earthly body, and shall bear, hence 
change it, that is, separate ourselves fi'om it, for a 
heavenly body ; a body never again to be changed, it 
being incorruptible, immortal. In some cases, the 
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soul is left for a time^ (till tlie resurrection) to sleep ; 
hence St. Paul 1st Cor. xv. 51 . We shall not all 
sleep, but we shaU aU be changed ; that is^ have new 
bodies, even Spiritual bodies; and so verse 18, he 
argues. That if we do not believe, that Christ has 
been raised, we must believe. That they that sleep, 
are, as well as their bodies, j^erished, that is. Anni- 
hilated. 

That some of those who do not believe in Christ, 
do cease from living for a time, is certain, from our 
Blessed Lord's promising believers. That they shall 
never see death, that is, shall never cease from living; 
yet St. Paul's declaring, 1 Thess. iv. 13 to 18, That 
some of those who sleep, shall rise at our Blessed 
Lord^s appearing, and ever to be tvith the Lord; with 
respect to which state of sleep he declares, v. 13. 
/ would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, con- 
ceming them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not for 
them, as others which have no hope that they are not 
perished. 



It is probable, that in every age, all who believe 
2 E 
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Almighty God's Revelation to man^ never see death, 
that is^ never cease from livings or as it is called in 
Holy Scripture, never sleep. Those who believe in 
Christ are promised, They shall never see death, and 
our Blessed Lord teaches us, that we are assured by 
Grod, that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, are living. / 
am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob; God is not the God of the dead, 
but of the living ; an assurance, which we cannot duly 
appreciate, unless we admit, that if Gk)d is our Grod, 
we shall never die. 

Acts ii. 34. For David is not ascended into the 
Heavens, has no relation to this subject. The Verb is 
not in the Present Tense, but the Aorist ; hence the 
passage should be translated. For David did not ascend 
into the Heavens, to obtain, [as the context deter- 
mines,] by his own Personal powers and observation 
Sec., that which he revealed ; hence this passage has 
no relation to the place in which David was at 
the time of the record being written, but to the 
manner, in which he obtained Divine Illumi- 
nation. 
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« 

St. Paul declares^ 1st Cor. xv. 44, that those who 
attain existence at the resurrection^ possess that 
existence in a Spiritual body. The idea of An Im- 
material Eanstence is no where taught or sanctioned^ 
as having a real existence^ in Holy Scripture. 

St. Luke xxiy. 39. A Spirit hath not flesh and 
bones, iu no way proves. That our Blessed Lord 
admitted, or authorises man to believe, that there 
was such a real Existence, as a Spirit or Phantom ; 
any more, than he teaches or authorises maa to 
believe. That a Camel can go through the eye of a 
. needle ; because he said. Mat. xix. 24. // is easier 
for a Camel to go through the eye of a needle. The 
requirements of Luke xxiv. 39 were, not to determine, 
whether Spirits or Phantoms had or had not a real 
existence ; but to convince the Apostles, That what 
they fancied, could not, according to their own appre- 
hension of the subject, have existence. Hence all 
that we are taught, or are authorized to believe from 
Luke xxiv. 89, is to this effect. A spirit, [whether 
it be a real existence, or a miraculous representation 
of an existence] is admitted by aU, not to have flesh 
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and bones. Farther^ be this regarded as it may^ this 
is certain, that whatever this discription of Spirit 
was regarded to be by our Blessed Lord, i1> was of 
that nature, that he desired man to believe, that He 
Christ did not possess ; and it is a nature, that St. 
Paul determines, a Christian never can possess ; as he 
declares, that his Spiritual Life is possessed, in a 
Spiritual Body, which he declares to be, an Incorrup- 
tible and Immortal Body, that is, a Material Stib- 
stance. 

Almighty God hath never been pleased to represent 
Himself to man, as an Immaterial Eanstence. He 
declares. That he made mxm in his otvn Imaffe, and 
after his own likeness. That he com£s to, and departs 
from places. That no man may see his face and live. 
That one man was permitted to behold his back parts 
^c. ifC. 

That all this is to be regarded merely as figurative 
language, is purely an assertion of man; and as it is 
without any sanction from Holy Scripture, requires 
no further consideration. 



ACCEPTANCE. 45 

Some men affirm, [although the passage and con- 
text have no relation to Material Existence] that St. 
John^s record iv. 24, God is a Spirit, determines, 
that God is an Immaterial Being, which affirmation 
cannot be regarded, as St. Paul has affirmed, 1st. 
Cor. XV. 44, There is a Spiritual Body, which Body 
he elsewhere declares to be Incorruptible and Im- 
mortal, and which affirmation determines. That a 
Spirit is not necessarily an Immaterial Existence. 
Again, We are to be, heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Christ; Rom. viii. 17, heirs of what, surely not 
of his almighty Power and Majesty, but of his Nature ; 
for St. John says, 1st. John iii. 3, // doth not yet 
appear what we shall be ; but we know, that when he 
shall appear, we shall be like him. 

That the Almighty^s Power and Intelligence is every 
where present, so as, in respect of man^s requirements, 
to make God, at all times, every where present ; no 
believer in Revelation can doubt ; but it is equally 
devoid of doubt. That God has been pleased to reveal 
to man, that he is not Personally Present every where ; 
in accordance to which, St. John xx. 17, records our 
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Blessed Lord^s commanding Mary Magdalene^ Not 
to detain Mm, because he had not, not figuratively, 
but actually, yet ascended to his father. As yet, he 
was not, not figuratively, but really, at the right hand 
of the Majesty on High. 



THE 

REVEALED HISTORY OF MAN, 



HOLY BAPTISM. 

The foregoing pages contain a Record of what is 
revealed in Holy Scripture, respecting Man as an 
Existence in this world, as well as that which will be 
his portion, in that which is to come. 

It appears. That Man was made in the Image of God, 
and being pnre and holy, and probably without disease, 
could not be otherwise than happy, as there is no 
reason to suppose, that his blessed state would ever 
be terminated or changed. 

Revelation does not state, that man, by his original 
nature, was Corruptible ; and our experience teaches, 
that our Nature possesses powers of supplying the 
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exhaustion of itself, that, as far as manTcan trace, 
probably has no other limits, than the Decree of the 
Almighty ; seeing that our now three score years and 
ten, was with our first parents, by His decree, double 
that time ; and with their Children, by His decree, 
was extended to near a thousand years ; who then 
save Gk)d, can fix limits of duration of any description, 
,to man's Original human nature. Revelation does 
record, Rom. vii. 9. For /, that is, man, was alive 
mthmt law oncCy but the commandment having come, 
sin revived, and I died, that is, and man was made 
subject to death. 

Man sinned, and in consequence, he was driven 
out of Eden, was separated firom all communion with 
God, and was made subject to death, and probably, 
became liable to disease, and pain, and suffering. 
The Old Testament declares, sin to be displeasing to 
God, and to subject man to punishment; in some 
cases, to the taking away of his life ; in other cases, 
to penalties, offerings and sacrifices, as the means 
appointed and accepted by God, for the attainment of 
pardon; but it is no where declared or implied, that 
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man is iff^any maimer aflFected by sin, or by holiness, 
save in the present life. No direct declarations of 
the Old Scriptures state, or authorizes man to believe, 
that as an Existence, he is not swallowed up in the 
grave. Eternally dead, Annihilated. 

Our Blessed Lord declares, that Man, by Mental 
Deduction from the Old Scriptures, should have 
gathered. That aU men shall live again, but he does 
not teach, ttat they should have gathered therefrom, 
That there is a heaven. That there is a Hell, or that 
there is any difference in this second life, between 
the Gk)od and the Wicked; these truths, he first 
declares to man, and prescribes the laws determining 
their adjudication. 

Our Blessed Lord teaches man. 1st. That aU men 
shall rise again irom the dead, not with their human 
bodies, these being left to Corruption, but with new 
bodies, even Spiritual bodies; a body, which as 
regards its Nature, is Incorruptible and Immortal^ 
but which as regards the Divine Power, is subject, 
at His will, as is every thing, to Annihilation. 2nd. 
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That some men shall rest in the grave till the day of 
Resurrection, gr as it is called in Holy Scripture, 
Some shall sleep; whereas others, expressly aU be- 
lievers in Jesus, shall only cease to live on earth, to 
commence to live in heaven. 3rd. That after the 
resurrection, all men shall be judged, not in relation 
to their attainment of correct views of abstract Truth, 
even concerning God; but in relation to. The works 
that they have done in this world, in other words, 
in relation to the use they have made of that measure 
of knowledge of Truth, that God has seen meet to 
vouchsafe them. 4th. That the righteous shall live 
for ever and ever, in possession of bliss. That it hath 
not entered into the heart of man to conceive; but 
that the wicked shall be Annihilated. Fear him, tliat 
mil destroy both body and soul in hell. 

These Truths are taught by Jesus, and not only 
taught, but are by him commanded to be preached to 
every creature. Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature. He that believeth what 
is preached to him, and is baptized, shall be saved ; 
but he that believeth not what is preached to him, shall 
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be condemned. Mark xvi. 15. This then is in fact a 
command to every creature, to he 'Baptized ; for 
although in the condemnatory clause, the neglect of 
Baptism is not specified, as that which incurs con- 
demnation ; probably, because many will be saved, 
who never heard of Baptism ; it is not reasonable to 
suppose, that after the promise recorded above had 
been given, the wilful neglect of the Ordinance can 
exist in any one, that is entitled to the name of, a 
Believer in Jestis. 

With our Blessed Lord's command, are connected 
two separate acts. To preach the Gospel to every 
creature. To baptize every creature. Our Blessed 
Lord hath not directed, which of these acts is to be 
first performed ; he does not say. Preach, and then, 
or, and afterwards Baptize; as respects therefore the 
order of performing the acts, our Blessed Lord here 
gives no direction. To these two acts, our Blessed 
Lord has attached two Promises. He that believeth 
what is prea€h£d to him, and is baptized, shall be 
saved. He that lelieveth not what is preached to him, 
shall be condemned. 
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Let this be particularly noted^ that the blessing 
and the curse here recorded, are not in application 
to man, universal, How shall they hear without a 
preacher y and how shall they believe of whom they have 
not heard. Rom. x. 14; hence only those that are 
preached to, can either believe or disbelieve. 

To those who aflSrm, That Baptism may not be 
ajAmim&tereA,previotLS to a declaration of faith, result- 
ing from a deliberate investigation of the subject, it is 
only necessary for their refutation, to refer to Acts 
viii. 27, to the end of the Chapter ; which describes, 
an Eunuch of Ethiopia having gone to the Temple 
in Jerusalem to worship, on his return home, to be 
reading the Prophet Isaiah, and being joined by 
Philip, that Apostle preached to him, on this single 
occasion, it might be, only an half hour's discourse; 
be this as it may, the Eunuch's first impression being 
in favor of the Apostles teaching, his measure of faith 
was counted sufficient, to admit him, as an Adult, to 
receive the right of Baptism. Hence it appears, that 
for the reception of this right, the measure of faith 
required, is not a deliberate belief , but rather, a pre- 
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sent teception of nothing opposed to the doctrine, that 
is at that time propounded, Consequently, it cannot 
be, that Baptism is an evidence, of Thorough Com^ 
prehension, but only a Demonstration of the possession 
of a knowleige of the existence of a fact or facts. 
See also St. Peter's sermon Acts ii, which with other 
words of exhortation that followed it, produced the 
measure of belief in three thousaud people, that was 
deemed suflScient by the Apostle, to admit them to 
Baptism, the very day they heard the Sermon, See 
V. 41. Surely an Infant of National Believing 
Parents, in the instruction that he will receive, is as 
duly possessed of requisite knowledge for Baptism, as 
he can be, whose instruction is limited to a single 
discourse. 

In what respect, the favorable estimation of a 

single day, qualifies one more for Baptism, than the 

possession of the requisite knowledge by him that 

instructs the Infant, qualifies the other, an Infant, 

for Baptism, no one has yet explained. Baptism is 

no where regarded, or treated of in Holy Scripture, 

as indicating qualiiy or quantity of belief, but as 
F 2 
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merely Demonstrating a bare possession ofknowkdge 
of certain facts ; hence, probably, belief is in Holy 
Scripture ever represented as something, without 
which. Holy Scripture gives no sanction for hope, 
that Baptism is productive of any benefit. 

There is no ground for contending, that the three 
thousand Baptized, Acts ii, did more than hear St. 
Peter preach, and not objecting to what he preached, 
desired to be, and were, the same day Baptised; 
hence their Baptism was a Demonstrable Sign, that 
they possessed a knowledge of certain facts, but 
could not be any Demonstration, that those facts 
were productive in them of due results ; hence Bap- 
tism, is but a Demonstrable Sigu, of a possession of 
some knowledge of certain facts, and in no respect, 
of the use that is made of such knowledge, or of the 
extent of the knowledge possessed. 

The requisite knowledge, embracing as it does the 
revelation of Eternal Life, and of the means of its 
attainment, is most justly termed in Holy Scripture, 
A New Birth, inasmuch as Man by Natural Birth, is 



\ 
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but an inheritor of Death, partially relieved by 
a Mentally Deduced hope, that men possess after 
death, at all events for a time, a measure of life ; he 
dare not say, exempt from sin, and pain, and death, 
even death eternal. And this New Birth is quite 
comprehensably to man declared to be, A being bom 
by water and spirit ; that is, a birth marked by such 
administration of water, as obtains spiritual results, 
that is, results that cannot be obtained by any means, 
that man by his Natural Powers can command. See 
John iii. 5 and the Note on it. 

Those who contend, for the necessity of Man's 
being in a fit state of heart and mind, for the recep- 
tion of Baptism, will do weU to read. Acts viii. 9 to 
25, where it is recorded. That a certain man named 
Simon, an active practisor of sorcery and witchcraft, 
having heard Philip's preaching, it may be only once, 
believed it, and was baptized ; yet seeing the miracles 
that the Apostles performed by the Holy Spirit, was, 
for applying to purchase the power they exercised, 
thus reproved by Peter, Thou hast father part nor lot 
in this matter. For thy heart is not right in the sight 
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of God; for I perceive that thou art in the gall of bit- 
temess, and in the bond of iniqtdty. Can any one 
contend^ that Philip saw^ that this man^ who was 
actively practising sorceries and bewitching the 
people^ was so changed by his preachings that he 
deliberately believed the entire of the Grospel Bevela- 
tion^ so as^ in accordance to the modem opinion^ to 
be fitted for Baptism; and yet^ so soon to be judged 
by Peter, To be in the bond of iniquity, and to have a 
heart not right in the sight of God. 

Our Blessed Lord commands, To preach the Gos- 
pel to every creature, this requires of him that 
preaches, that he adapts what he delivers, to the cir- 
cumstances of those he addresses, otherwise, he does 
not preach to them, he does but deliver to them those 
directions, which he considers himself required to con- 
vey. In obedience to our Blessed Lord^s command, 
we are bound to preach those glorious Truths to our 
Children, as their capacities are able to receive them; 
and if their present impressions are. That ourpreachr* 
mg is true, where is the authority in Holy Scripture, 
for witholding Baptism £rom them, and so depriving 
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tbem of our Blessed Lord^s Promise, They shall be 
saved. 

That they do not know all the Truths of the Gos- 
pel, I do not contend, Does he who objects? or did 
the Eunuch obtain that blessed knowledge, in his 
single discourse with Philip ? A real Christian is 
ever learning more and more of his glorious privileges, 
and if a Child has learnt, all of which his powers are 
capable, is Man authorized, without any direct 
sanction of Holy Scripture, to refuse to that Child 
Baptism, and so to force him to live, and should he 
die, to appear in God^s presence, without our Blessed 
Lord^s Promise, Thou shall he saved. 

If Baptism is only a Demonstrable Sign of the 
possession of certain knowledge, I think it cannot 
admit of doubt. That the Infants of Nationally believ- 
ing parents y are through them, in such possession of 
it, as to be not only qualified, but even intended by 
our Blessed Lord, that they should be partakers of 
the Ordinance; but to those that reach the age of 
Maturity without Baptism, we gather from Holy 
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Scripture, that before they are permitted to partake of 
the Ordinance, we are bound to ascertain, not 
that they possess, what we judge to be opinions 
deliberately formed, in accordance with our view of the 
glorious Truths of the Grospel ; but that their present 
impressions, are not opposed, to a very general tenor 
of our preaching; this is the very extreme point, 
that the authority of Holy Scripture, can, by any 
possibility, be made to sanction; more consistent 
with its teaching does it appear to me to be, to ad- 
minister Baptism to every creature^ that accepts the 
Blessed Grospel in any form. 

The great Argument urged against Infant Baptism, 
is. The omission of any direct mention in Holy Scrip- 
ture, of that Ordinance being administered to them. 
But against this, it must be remembered, that there 
is no mention in Holy Scripture, as a direct com- 
mand, or even sanction, that this Ordinance is not 
to be administered to them ; and farther, it must be 
remembered, that on more than one occasion is there 
mention in Holy Scripture, of the administration of 
this Ordinance, in terms that would justly and cor- 
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rectly be employed, in relation to the Baptism of a 
number of persons, of which Infants were a part of 
the number. As for example, Acts xvi. 15, And when 
she was Baptized, and her household, 1st Cor. i. 10, 
I Baptized also the htmsehold of Stephanus. Before 
therefore it can be asserted, that Holy Scripture has 
no record of the administration of Baptism to Infants, 
it must be proved. That in these households, there 
were no Infants. If therefore the requirements of 
the reception of the Ordinance, are not inconsistent 
with the powers that an infant possess, there is not 
any thing in this argument to deter man, from ad- 
ministering the Ordinance of Baptism to Infants. 

In the present state of Biblical Criticism, it would 
be useless to do more than state here. That, in my 
opinion. Holy Scripture does not authorize man to 
believe, that the Holy Spirit is imparted by .Baptism 5 
and to refer those who entertain a different opinion, 
to my Tract on TLv^viia ; and my Translation of, and 
Notes on, those passages of Holy Scripture, that, in 
their opinion, are favorable to their views. 
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If our Blessed Lord purchased redemption from 
sin, See pages 6 & 7 ; and if he ghve a command^ 
that the Ordinance of Baptism should be adminis- 
tered to every man, in order to entitle him to take 
the benefit of this redemption to himself; then can 
there be but one sense justly attached to the words, 
Acts xxii. 16. Arise, and be baptized, and wash 
away thy sins; or to any other passages of like 
import. 

Matthew xxviii, 19, precludes every doubt. That 
Christian Baptism can be administered, other, than 
^'In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit, 

It appears then, that the teaching of Holy Scrip- 
ture respecting the Ordinance of Baptism is as follows. 

1st. That Baptism is to be administered to every 
creature. 

2ndly. That as, the present favorable belief of the 
Truth propounded, is represented in Holy Scripture 
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to be the requisite measure of faith, for admission to 
the reception of the Ordinance, man is justified in 
believing it to be God^s intention, that the Ordi- 
nance shall be administered to all, that do not enter- 
tain opposition to the Truth propounded to them, 
concerning the privileges to which they are admitted 
by Baptism. 

3rd. Prom which it follows. That Baptism is rightly 
administered to the children of Nationally Believing 
Parents. 

4th. That Baptism is one of the two prescribed 
requisites relating to salvation, which secures our 
Blessed Lord's promise. That we shall be saved, 

5th. That Baptism in itself alone, has promises 
only, that the recipient is in possession of knowledge, 
which rightly used, secures Eternal Life ; hence as 
the Ordinance alone declares, the existence of an 
, actual Fact, irrespective of quantity or quality ; it 
not admitting of change, does not require more for 
verification of possession, than a single performance 
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of the Ordinance ; hence, probably, the restriction of 
that CTrdinance to one Baptism for the remission of sins. 

6th. That Baptism entitles the recipient to be called, 
a Christian, or Believer in Christ. See Bom. vi. 3. 
Were baptized into Christ. 

7th. That the Unbaptized are not declared by 
Christ, to be of those that Perish, unless they do 
also. Disbelieve that which is preached to them. 

8th. That in relation to the Ordinance of Baptism, 
our Blessed Lord has not revealed any thing, res- 
pecting the fiiture state of those to whom the Gospel 
is not preached. 

9th. That the object for which the Ordinance of 
Baptism was instituted, was, probably. 1st. To give 
to man in a visible Form, a demonstrable Sign or 
Mark, by which he might assure himself, and prove 
to others, that he is in verity, a Christian ; and so 
entitle him to feel himself, and to be acknowledged 
by others, as in possession of all the promises given 
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by our Blessed Lord ; from wliich it follows, that if 
at the end of his mortal life, he doth believe in Jesus, 
he shall be saved ; for he shall never die, he shall but 
cease to live on earth, to commence to live in heaven ; 
nevertheless, if at that time, he doth not believe in 
Jesus, then according to Christ^s promise, he shall be 
condemned. 2nd. To remind man, by its daily 
celebration for the admission of Christ's new Children, 
of the privileges of which he is in possession, and of 
the duties that are requisite, for the continued enjoy- 
ment and completion of those privileges. 



THE 



REVEALED HISTORY OF MAN. 



THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

Little Children, God is love. Verily he so loved 
the Worldy that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him, should not perish, but have 
Everlasting Life ; who not only brought Life and 
Immortality to light, but revealed to man, the means 
by which to secure the possession of them, and com- 
manded, that all men should receive once, a visible 
Sign or Mark, now denominated Holy Baptism, as a 
demonstration that they possess a knowledge of the 
means ; and in such possession, are acknowledged by 
him to be his Disciples or Christians. The means of 
attaining this Life, our Blessed Lord reveals, John 
vi. 24 to the end, and there denominates. An eating 

of his flesh, and a drinking of his blood; the once 

G 2 
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real Existence of which flesh and bloody he commands 
to be kept in remembrance, by The breaking of 
Bread, and the drinkmg of Wine, in an occasionally 
recurring Ordinance, denominated in Holy Scripture, 
The Lord's Svpper ; the particulars concerning which 
Supper are recorded. Mat. xxvi. 26 to 30, Mark. xiv. 
18 to 26, Luke xxii. 15 to 24, Ist. Cor. xi. 23 to 30. 

Few if any errors have been productive of more 
injurious results, than those which have arisen out of 
the supposition, that the Record in St. John above 
specified, has reference to the identical subject re- 
corded in the passages from the Grospels and Corin- 
thians specified above. How this error has so pre- 
vailed, it is very difficult to explain ^ seeing that 
the object of the passages is not the same, that the 
matters treated of are different, that the propositions 
of each a:re irrelevant, and that the points of agree- 
ment alone exist, in a joint use of certain words. 

St. John vi. records a command, in the Language of 
Metaphor, to observe a Principle of action, by co»- 
titmal obedience to which, a Christian secures for 
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himself bl promise, personally to obtain an advantage, 
even Eternal lAfe; and by neglect of obedience to 
which, he is declared, Not to have life in himself. St. 
Matthew &c. records a command, in Language to be 
understood Literally, For a Christian occasionally to 
do a specified Act, for the doing or not doing of 
which Act, he personally is promised nothing, and is 
not stated personally to obtain either Advantage or 
Disadvantage; the only promise being. That the re- 
membrance that our Blessed Lord actually lived and 
died on Earth, shall be continued. Eternal Life is 
not mentioned in any of the records ; whereas in St. 
John, its attainment by what he treats of is expressly 
stated nine times. 

Thus then we see. 1st. That the object of the one 
has relation. To the attainment of Eternal Life ; and 
does not allude. To continuing a remembrance of 
Chrisfs having been on Earth ; The other has rela- 
tion. To the continuing a remembrance of Chrisfs 
having been on Earth, but does not allude, To the 
obtaining of Eternal Life. 2nd. That the one records, 
A promise and An advantage in obedience, and an 
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Injwriom consequence in neglect ; The other makes 
no mention of any consequence, either fipom obedience 
or disobedience. 3rd. That the one treats, Of the 
eating of Chrisfs flesh, but says nothing respecting, 
The eating of Bread ; The other treats, Of the eating 
of Bread, but says nothing respecting. The eating of 
Christ's fl£sh or Body. 4th. The one is described 
as food, without the continued sustenance of which, 
man cannot live ; The other treats of an Act, that is 
only occasionly to be performed. 

As it does not admit of doubt, that if the fore- 
going positions are just deductions from the records 
of Holy Scripture specified above ; that those records 
can have no direct relation to each other, it is desi- 
rable next to examine, whether they are so. 

St. John vi. 53 and 54 establishes the justice of 
almost all my aflSrmative positions. Except ye eat 
the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink his blood,' ye 
have no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, and 
drinketh my blood, hath Eternal Life ; for I will raise 
him up at the last day. 1st, That the object here 



relates, To the attainment of Eternal Life. 2nd. 
That it records, A promise and an advantage in 
obedience, and an injurious consequence in neglect. 
3rd. That it treats, of the eating of Chrisfs flesh. 
4th. Verse 35, establishes a never ceasing per^ 
formanccy it being there stated to be sustenance that 
precludes hunger. With respect, to the negative 
positions, having stated them, I must leave to others 
every attempt to disprove their correctness. 

The Sense of St. John vi. is dependent on the manner 
in which the two Phrases are to be regarded, namely, 
/ am the bread of life, This bread is my flesh. It is 
possible for these Phrases to be used to express a 
Sense, either Literal, or Metaphorical. If they 
are to be understood as used to express a Literal 
Sense, it is clear from the 54th verse — Whoso 
eateth my flesh, and Urinketh my blood, hath- 
Eternal Life, That it necessarily follows. That 
every one that does eat Christ^s flesh, whatever 
.crimes they may be in the habit of committing, hath 
possession of Eternal Life; which in itself is so 
opposed to the justice of God's dealings, and the 
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repeated declarations He has made in Holy Scrip- 
ture, That every man shall be judged and dealt with, 
tvithaut respect of persons, according to the deeds done 
in the body, as in itself to determine, that our 
Blessed Lord did not use these phrases in their 
Literal Sense. For to save an impure man that 
bears Christ^s name, because he hath Literally eaten 
his flesh, and to condemn a no more guilty Chinese, 
that, by the Allwise will, never heard of Christ, 
because he has not so eaten, would indeed be making 
God, God of the Christians only; not also of the 
Gentiles, as well as making void the repeated decla- 
rations of Holy Scripture, For there is no respect of 
persons with God, It is therefore certain, that our 
Blessed Lord did not intend these phrases to be 
understood in their Literal Sense. 

If these Phrases are to be understood in a Meta- 
phorical Sense, it is not sufficient to state, for the 
understanding of them, and this portion of Holy 
Scripture, That Christ is only bread, in a Meta- 
phorical Sense; but it is necessary to define, the 
particular limits of the Metaphor. Christ is not 
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Metaphorically J but really like the food of man^ in 
the attainment of Eternal Life; The Metaphor 
therefore consists, not in the attainment of dissimilar 
Results, but in the dissimilarity of the Elements, It 
is necessary to the Existence of a Metaphor, that the 
Character of its Elements, or of its Products, should be 
dissimilar to those of its Original, but never both > 
in one of these two respects, the Metaphorical Phrase 
must always agree with its Original. Christ is not 
actually Bread, or Meat, in any sense; and con- 
sequently, in no sense, can be Actually Eaten; but he 
may be, and is, as necessary for the daily healthful 
nourishment of our Spirits, as is the continual taking 
of food for our bodies; and it deserves particular 
attention, that on every leading occasion in which 
the Phrase, / am, the bread, occurs, the Arrangement 
is Irregular, in order to shew. See my Rules, that 
the Sense is to be understood Metaphorically, See 
verse 33, 35, 41, 48, 50, 51, 58. 

Had the Elements in the Metaphor, My flesh, 
been similar to those of its Original, how are the 
Disarrangements in v. 51, 54, 56, to be accounted 
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for. The iiom;islimeiit for man^s Spirit that Christ 
gave, was not his actual flesh, but the various Results 
that were obtained in and by that flesh. Christ 
therefore here does not employ language that ex- 
presses, that his flesh was actually Bread, or Meat, or 
any thing to be Actually Eaten, and so we find he was 
understood; for the Jews, verse 52, were striving, how 
so mean a man, had authority to make such promises, 
as that they should eat, observe it does not say. His 
flesh, for the Pronoim His is not expressed, which it 
should have been, if the doctrine of Transubstantia- 
tion was being contended against by them ; but. The 
fl£sh, that is, the same particular, which they fiilly 
understood was expressed by Jesus in the Phrase, 
My flesh, in verses 50 and 51. 

The Phrase, My flesh, occurs in verses 53 and 55, 
without Disarrangement, but after the previous defi- 
nitions, the Phrase, in th^se places, cannot justly be 
understood to be employed to express any new or 
different Sense, than that it had been defined to 
express in the preceding context; seeing that on 
each occasion, it occurs in the conclusion of a Pro- 
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position in the first part of which, the Sense of the 
Phrase had been defined, and being repeated only in 
the conclusion, not as an expletive, but as a verifi- 
cation of the identical fact, that had been explicitly 
previously stated; in efiecting which, the Regular 
Arrangement was required ; in verse 51, to leave no 
uncertainty, That it was actually, something really 
belonging to the son of man, that nourished man; and 
in verse 53, That his hwman existence, actually minis- 
tered to the advancement of man^s spiritual excellence. 
There is no variation in the use of the word Blood 
that requires notice. 

As therefore our Blessed Lord has used Language, 

that precludes the Sense he intends to convey by 

the words. Meat, Bread, Flesh, Blood, being, in any 

manner, a Material stibstance, it is not in the range 

of possibility, that man is required, or is able, 

actually to eat either of them. But the eating that 

is required, and let all particularly note it, is. 

That every Christian is to require and to receive 

nourishment for his spirit from Christ, after the 

H 
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maimer^ that his body does from the food that is 
fitted for that end. 

And thus we see^ that in this record. 

1st. Meat^ Breads Flesh, Bloody are not used^ as 
expressions c^ Material SiAstance. 

2nd. That eating and drinking^ are not used to 
express^ the partaking of a Material Substance, 

3rd. That the flesh is not alone at stated times to 
-be taken, but it is ever to be lived on. 

4th. That the language employed h, n eat the 
flesh, and to drink the blood of Christ. 

5th. That man in obedience, has a Promise oi the 
in^pressible personal Advantage, of obtaining Eter- 
nal Life. 

6th. That man in neglect of obedience, is stated 
to incur, an Injurious Consequence. 
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7tli. That man is required to imderstand the 
veoord of St. Johu, as expressed in the Language 
of Metaphor. 

All the particulars recorded in the passages of 
Holy Scripture rdating to Lord^s Supper^ specified 
Page 66^ that affects the present enquiry^ are oon*' 
tained in the following extracts. Mat. xxvi. 26^ 
And as they were eating, Jeeue toot bread, and 
blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the Disciples, 
and said, Take, eat; this is mjf body; [Jiuke, wMch 
is gwen for you ; 7%» do in Remembrance of me.} 
And he took the cup, and gwe thanks, and gave it to 
them, saying. Drink ye all of it, [Mark^ and they all 
drank of it, and he said unto themJ] This is nny 
bhod of the New Testament, which is shed for many, 
for the remission of sins. 1st Cor. xi. 25, This do ye, 
as eft as ye dHnk it, in remembrance of me. For as 
often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye 
do shew the LorePs death till he comes. 

It is so clear, that it only requires me again to state 
my former Positions^ in order that their correctness 
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may be apparent. 1st. That the object here specified 
is, To continue a remembrance of Chris fs having been 
on earth. 2nd. That there is no record of, A Pro- 
mise of any thing, or An advantage of any kind 
either in obedience to, or neglect of, the Act com- 
manded. 3rd. That man is to Eat, actually eat, the 
Bread. 4th. Not continually, but as oft as he 
judges it meet to do so. I leave others to attempt 
to disprove the correctness of my negative positions. 

In ascertaining the sense of the above extracts 
from Holy Scripture, the first difficulty that presents 
itself, is to determine, what is the Antecedent to the 
Pronoun TT^is, in. This is my body. It is quite pos- 
sible for a Pronoun so placed, to have Relation to 
either one of two distinct Antecedents. Thus, Take 
this bread, eat it, this bread is; or. Take this bread, 
eat it, this eating is ; but I am not aware that it is 
possible, with this context, for it to have any other 
Anterior Relation. For the Pronoun to have the 
Relation, This bread is, it is indispensable that it be 
expressed in the Masculine Gender ; and if the. Rela- 
tion, This eating is, that it be expressed in the 
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Neuter Gender; and this we find it is; and con- 
sequently, it does not admit of doubt, that the 
Relation of the Pronoun This, is not to the bread, 
but to the eating of it. The Romish assertion, that 
the Bread after consecration having become the 
body of our Blessed Lord, which being Neater, 
requires the Pronoun likewise to be in the Neuter 
Gender, is sufficiently answered, by stating, that St. 
Paul was of a different opinion. See 1st Cor. xi. 26, 
For 08 often as ye eat this bread, namely, bread after 
it has been consecrated, the Pronoun, This, being in 
the Masculine Gender there. The Pronoun, This, 
therefore must here mean. This eating. This drinking. 

The next difficulty that presents itself, is to de- 
termine, the sense of. Is my body, or as it Literally 
is, My body is. To Translate the passage. This 
eating my body is, cannot be ; but i{ it is translated. 
This eating my body emsts, the admissibility of which 
Translation cannot be questioned, the sense is clear, 
and the only point requiring notice, is to assign tlie 
cause of the Irregular Arrangement. The Literal 

sense of. This eating my body ewists, is. That this 
H 2 
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eating k actually necessary to the personal existence 
of Christ ; whereas the sense intended to be conveyed 
is^ That this eating exists to man Christ haying had 
a body ; hence the Disarrangement ^ See Rule 822^2. 
A particularly common cause of IHsarrangemeni. 

Ye do 'shew forth the Lord's death till he comes. 
This St. Paul declares to be what man obtains by 
this Ordinance. 

Thus then we see, that in these records. 

1st. That bread and wine are tised as expressives 
of Material svAstance, they being something that is 
to be actually, Taken, and eaten or drunk. 

2ndly. That eating and drinking are used to ex- 
press, the actua], partaking of a Material substance, 

3rd. That the Material substance is alone at 
stated times to be partaken of; and consequently, is 
not the nourishment requisite for the continuance 
of life. 
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4th. That it is no where stated^ that the Mesh, 
Bodyi or Blood of Christ, is to be eat or drank. 

5th. That man in observing this command^ has 
no Promise, or is not stated to derive any personal 
Advantage from its observance; not even. The grace 
of the Sacrament. See Rev. H. B. Wilson^s Bampton 
Lectures for 1851, Page 301. 

6th. That man in neglecting to observe this 
command, is not stated to incur, any Ir^rious Con- 
sequence. 

7th. That man is required to understand these 
records, as expressed in Language that is to be under- 
stood in their Literal Sense. 

If the foregoing deductions, be compared with those 
from the record of St. John, page 74, it does not admit 
of doubt, that each of the records has reference to a 
wholly distinct and different subject. The design of 
the one being, to institute an Ordinance, by which to 
continue to man, the remembrance of our Blessed 
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Lord^s having lived and died as a man on earth ; and 
hence possibly the reason^ why man is^ in relation to 
it, so commanded, as that he is required only 
occasionly to yield obedience in the observance of it, 
and is not condemned, for the non-observance of it. 
The design of the other being, to reveal the means 
by which man may secure for himself Eternal Life, 
which object being impossible for man as man to 
complete, he can never cease to use the means; 
hence possibly the reason, why man is, in relation to 
it, so commanded, as to teach him, that he is to make 
that constant use of it for his Spirit's nourishment, 
that he does of food for the nourishment of his body ; 
and is declared to sustain injury, if not obedient to 
the command. 

Some may think it strange, that I have not used 
the appellation Sacrament, in relation to Holy Bap- 
tism, and the Lord's Supper; but this appellation I 
have intentionally omitted using; inasmuch as at 
present defined, the sense it conveys is that, which 
makes it an inadmissible designation of either of 
those Ordinances. A' Sacrament is declared to be. 
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An outward and viMle sign of an inward and 
Spiritual Grace given unto us. An inward Grace or 
Favor can alone mean^ something opposite to an 
outward Grace or Favor, that is, to any Grace or 
Favor shewn to us by another, and therefore must 
mean, although it is almost concealed in the am^- 
biguity of the language in which it is expressed, by 
a power inwardly imparted to us, of favoring, that is, 
of benefitting ourselves ; and as this inward obtaining 
of Grace is no where promised, or sanctioned in 
Holy Scripture, as to be obtained by either of these 
Ordinances, I was not justified, in applying the 
appellation to either of them. 



FINIS. 



I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a Hving sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable imto Grod, which is your reasonable service. 
And be not conformed to this world : but be ye trans- 
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove, 
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
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